
Never Say This
Why it’s important to be as clear as possible when sharing our faith:

It’s the most          message on the planet.

Now, brothers, I want to remind you of the gospel I preached to you, which you received and on 
which you have taken your stand. By this gospel you are saved, if you hold firmly to the word I 
preached to you. Otherwise, you have believed in vain. For what I received I passed on to you as of 
first importance: that Christ died for our sins according to the Scriptures, that he was buried, that he 
was raised on the third day according to the Scriptures (1 Corinthians 15:3-4).

Perverting the message of the gospel comes with    
consequences.

But even if we or an angel from heaven should preach a gospel other than the one we preached 
to you, let him be eternally condemned! As we have already said, so now I say again: If anybody 
is preaching to you a gospel other than what you accepted, let him be eternally condemned! 
(Galatians 1:8-9).

Being clear about the gospel was an           priority.

And pray for us, too, that God may open a door for our message, so that we may proclaim 
the mystery of Christ, for which I am in chains. Pray that I may proclaim it clearly, as I should 
(Colossians 4:3-4).

Four terms never to say when sharing the Gospel:

“All you have to do is say this prayer…”

Why avoid this term?

• Nobody (including Jesus and all the disciples) ever led anybody through a 
          in the New Testament!

• Saying a prayer doesn’t    anyone!



“Not everyone who says to me, ‘Lord, Lord,’ will enter the kingdom of heaven, but 
only he who does the will of my Father who is in heaven” (Matthew 7:21).

“For my Father’s will is that everyone who looks to the Son and believes in him shall 
have eternal life, and I will raise him up at the last day” (John 6:40).

“Ask Jesus into your heart….”

Why avoid this term?

• It is          used in the New Testament to describe how we are saved!

But what about Revelation 3:20? 

“‘Here I am! I stand at the door and knock. If anyone hears my voice and opens the 
door, I will come in and eat with him, and he with me.’”

This verse is talking to     at the church of Laodicea not unbelievers!

• It distracts us from the   Gospel message.

But I fear, lest by any means, as the serpent beguiled Eve through his subtlety, so your 
minds should be corrupted from the simplicity that is in Christ (2 Corinthians 11:3, 
KJV).

 “Turn from all your sins!”

Why avoid this term?

• It     be done by a lost person (and is a real struggle for us!)

By their fruit you will recognize them. Do people pick grapes from thornbushes, or figs 
from thistles? Likewise every good tree bears good fruit, but a bad tree bears bad fruit. 
A good tree cannot bear bad fruit, and a bad tree cannot bear good fruit. Every tree 
that does not bear good fruit is cut down and thrown into the fire. Thus, by their fruit 
you will recognize them (Matthew 7:16-20).

No one can be good and do good unless God’s grace first makes him good; and no 
one becomes good by works, but good works are done only by him who is good. 
Just so the fruits do not make the tree, but the tree bears the fruit. . . . Therefore all 
works, no matter how good they are and how pretty they look, are in vain if they do 
not flow from grace. —Martin Luther

• This is not what the word “         ” means!

The Greek word “metanoia” means, “a change of mind.”



a The word repent is never used in the book of John while the word “believe” 
      is used 98x’s as the sole requirement for salvation!

When referring to salvation it deals with          or       we are trusting in:

“Therefore let all Israel be assured of this: God has made this Jesus, whom you 
crucified, both Lord and Christ.” When the people heard this, they were cut to 
the heart and said to Peter and the other apostles, “Brothers, what shall we do?” 
Peter replied, “Repent and be baptized, every one of you, in the name of Jesus 
Christ for the forgiveness of your sins. And you will receive the gift of the Holy 
Spirit” (Acts 2:36-38).

• A transformed life should          from a transformed mind.

First to those in Damascus, then to those in Jerusalem and in all Judea, and to the 
Gentiles also, I preached that they should repent and turn to God and prove their 
repentance by their deeds (Acts 26:20).

“Make Jesus Lord of your life!”

Why avoid this term?

• It adds         to the free gift of God’s grace.

However, to the man who does not work but trusts God who justifies the wicked, his 
faith is credited as righteousness (Romans 4:5).

• It puts our focus on what we must do rather than on what Christ has           .

For by grace are ye saved through faith; and that not of yourselves: it is the gift of 
God: Not of works, lest any man should boast (Ephesians 2:8-9).

• It is            !

You foolish Galatians! Who has bewitched you? Before your very eyes Jesus Christ 
was clearly portrayed as crucified. I would like to learn just one thing from you: Did 
you receive the Spirit by observing the law, or by believing what you heard? Are you 
so foolish? After beginning with the Spirit, are you now trying to attain your goal by 
human effort? (Galatians 3:1-3).

• It is an          quest.

All who rely on observing the law are under a curse, for it is written: “Cursed is 
everyone who does not continue to do everything written in the Book of the Law.” 
Clearly no one is justified before God by the law, because, “The righteous will live by 
faith” (Galatians 3:10-11).
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